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David Blunkett ‘back at school’

    New College Worcester celebrates first Speech Day 
following new found independence from RNIB.
27th June, 2007, Worcester, UK.  New College Worcester (NCW), a residential school and college for blind and partially sighted students aged 11-19, have announced their Speech Day to be held on Saturday 7th July 2007. Special Guest Speaker, David Blunkett MP, will be on hand to share his experiences of school life when he visits this award winning school.

David Blunkett first met students from NCW at the ‘Right to Read’ campaign in London this year and readily accepted the invitation to visit the school in person. College Principal Mardy Smith explained, “David was so impressed with the confidence of our students. We pride ourselves on our students’ ability to flourish and David spent time chatting to the students, comparing his own experiences of school life with the lives of students at New College Worcester. We are delighted that David is presenting our prizes at Speech Day and joining us for this special event.”   

"It’s a great pleasure to return to New College Worcester,” enthused David Blunkett, M.P. “They never allowed me in as a student – although as a competitor with five-a-side football played with ball bearings in the ball, I certainly used to kick hell out of them!”

“On this occasion it will be just good to rejoice in the standard of education, the opportunities which now exist for young blind men and women and enormous changes which technology has brought, in terms of access through the internet to information and educational content, never available in my day. 
I’m looking forward to a joyous occasion and perhaps even to kicking a ball about!" he added. 
The college recently celebrated an important step in its history when it established independence from the RNIB becoming an independent non-maintained special school.  The college was also thrilled to recently receive an ‘outstanding’ OFSTED report and was also awarded ‘Specialist Special School’ status, enabling them to continuously improve the support for students at the college and, through their Outreach work, for visually impaired students in other schools and colleges.  Mardy Smith, continued, “The college is very excited about moving forward as an independent school and we have all worked very hard to achieve an outstanding OFSTED report. The specialist special school status is such a bonus. There has never been a more exciting time to be at New College!” 

- ends-

Event Details:

Speech Day will be held at New College Worcester on Saturday 7th July at 1:15pm and is open to all. A limited number of one2one interviews are available with Mardy Smith and David Blunkett. Please contact Annaliese Stanton if you would like to reserve an interview slot.  .   

Contact :

Annaliese Stanton

New College Worcester

Whittington Road

Worcester

WR5 2JX

Telephone : 01905 763933

E-mail: astanton@newcollegeworcester.co.uk
About New College Worcester:      
Founded in 1866, New College Worcester www.newcollegeworcester.co.uk
is a residential college for students aged 11-19 who are blind or partially sighted.

Underpinning all that we do is the recognition that a young person’s needs are about more than just their visual impairment.  That is why we offer every student a tailored programme of education, mobility and Independent Living Skills to support them in reaching their full potential, both in and beyond the classroom.  

Our students can access the full range of National Curriculum subjects, plus a variety of outdoor and leisure activities, from acoustic rifle shooting to rock climbing.  In short, they benefit from a wealth of opportunities, which promote self confidence in an enjoyable way.  

The result is young people who flourish, both as students and individuals.     

